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Preface

Big cultural heritage data present an unprecedented opportunity for the humanities that is reshaping
conventional research methods. However, digital humanities have grown past the stage where the mere
availability of digital data was enough as a demonstrator of possibilities. Knowledge resource modeling,
development, enrichment and integration is crucial for associating relevant information in pools of digital
material which are not only scattered across various archives, libraries and collections, but they also often
lack relevant metadata. Within this research framework, NLP approaches originally stemming from
lexico-semantic information extraction and knowledge resource representation, modeling, development
and reuse have a pivotal role to play.

From the NLP perspective, applications of knowledge resources for the Socio-Economic Sciences and
Humanities present numerous interesting research challenges that relate among others to the development
of historical lexico-semantic sources and annotated corpora, addressing ambiguity and variation in
historical sources and the development of knowledge resources for NLP tool adaptation purposes, using
NLP techniques for semantic interlinking, mapping, and integration of existing knowledge resources.
Moreover, a recently renewed interest in linguistic linked data approaches to language resources presents
both a challenge and an opportunity for NLP researchers working in the Socio-Economic Sciences and
Humanities domains, for linking cultural heritage and humanities data sources to linguistic linked data
information.

The papers in this proceedings cover various topics, such as: methods to linking heterogeneous datasets
in Humanities; construction of resources that contain old data or serve for the purposes of eL.earning in
the area of foreign language teaching; a general framework for modeling perspectives, for example in
biographies; machine learning techniques for the purposes of linguistic typology and diachronic language
comparison.
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