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Introduction

During the last decades Digital Humanities evolved dramatically, from simple database applications
to complex systems involving most recent state of the art in Computer Science. Especially Language
Technology plays a major role either for processing the metadata of recorded objects or for analyzing
and interpreting content Applying language technology methods to objects from humanities is a
challenge for NLP-research: data is heterogenous (image /text), often incomplete (e.g. OCR errors),
multilingual within one document (historic documents with Latin or /and classical Greek paragraphs)
and difficult to structure (paragraphs, titles, pages are somewhat different in historical texts).Corpus-
based methods, nowadays standard in NLP research cannot be often applied as the necessary large
training data is missing. Moreover requirements of tools for digital humanities, especially such tools
dedicated to cultural heritage objects are different from those for tools applied to modern texts. Thus
performing research in Digital Humanities involves also adapting existent NLP Tools for historical
variants of languages, developing tools for new languages, making tools robust for syntactic deviation
and adapting semantic resources.
Central and Eastern Europe was always characterized by a high concentration of languages and cultures.
Unfortunately, especially here many historical documents are in bad condition; many languages or
dialects became extinct over the time and their written evidence is rare. Digital Humanities seems
the perfect means for preservation and investigation of this rich cultural heritage asset. However, up
to now, dedicated activities seem to miss, probably also due to the lack of adequate NLP resources
and tools. Thus it is imperiously necessary to evaluate existent technology, monitor current activities,
network research teams in this area, all aims of proposed workshop.

The papers selected for presentation address various topics of Digital Humanities research: linguistics,
history, literary, politics or education. Ludmila Malahov, Cătălina Mărănduc and Alexandru Colesnicov
describe the process of building a diachrone corpus for Romanian language while Victoria Bobicev,
Cătălina Mărănduc and Cenel Augusto Perez report about the design and implementation of tools
for the analysis of such diachrone corpus. In Multilingual Ontologies for the Representation and
Processing of Folktales, Thierry Declerck and his colleagues focus on the acquisition of ontologies and
their usage for the analysis of literature, on particular folklore. Annotation and interpretation of vague
expressions in historical texts is discussed in the paper of Anca Dinu, Walther v. Han and Cristina
Vertan. Methods from language technology applied for education are reported in the contribution of
(among others) Maria Stambolieva . Finally Cristina Moise show how political studies can benefit
from computational approaches.

We hope that the paper selection will get a first glimpse of ongoing research activities in the field
of Digital Humanities in Central and Eastern Europe and will encourage other researchers to report
about their results and build communication networks, following the model in e.g. German speaking,
countries. We would like to thank the organisers of the RANLP conference who gave us the opportunity
to organize for the first time a workshop on DH dedicated to Central and Eastern Europe Countries,
as well as members of the Programme Committee who provided valuable feed-back to all contributions.
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